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CHAl RMAN JAMES: Courtney Bl ossom

MS. BLOSSMAN: Madam Chairman, and nenbers of the
comm ssion, |'m Courtney Blossnman of COcean Springs, speaking on
behal f of a grass roots effort, the CEE D al ogue G oup.

CEE stands for community, econony and environnent.
We believe that the Mssissippi Gulf Coast can create a bal ance
for a livable community, a thriving econony and a protected
envi ronment .

We call on this comm ssion to recogni ze the problens
of unprecedented economc growh, fueled to a |large extent by
casi no devel opnent, and to endorse |ong-term planning sol utions.

Whi |l e econom ¢ opportunities are both beneficial and
desired, unmanaged devel opnment can create irreparable damage to
our community standards, culture and character and can place
irreversible strains on inportant natural systens.

The M ssissippi Coast is rich in history and natural
beauty. Coastians have a strong sense of place and we want to
mai ntain the integrity of our national areas -- natural areas and
quality of life. There is a sense of frustration anong the
peopl e that no one is listening to these concerns.

Regul at ory and governnent agencies are being unduly
i nfluenced by the promise of a pot of gold. These concerns are
clearly reflected in an in-depth poll of Mssissippi Coast
residents conducted in May 1998 by Southern Research G oup on
behal f of the CEE D al ogue G oup.

O the 1,013 coast voters polled, the mjority of
people, 78 percent, identified thenselves as conservative or
noderate and 74 percent said they go to the casinos. The

overwhel mng majority, 96 percent, believe that the coast needs a
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conprehensive plan to balance economc developnment wth the
preservation of the environnent.

The poll shows that there is a need for agencies and
|l ocal officials to cooperate in preserving inportant natural
habitats, and that as the coast develops economcally, our
agencies and elected officials should address quality of life
i ssues.

75 percent of the people want agencies and el ected

officials to Ilimt conmmer ci al devel opnent in undevel oped
wet | ands. Nat ural resources suffer where casinos, by |aw, nust
|locate on rivers or <coastal waters. There are unique

envi ronnental problens associated with casino developnment in
coastal M ssi ssippi.

W have an extraordinary natural heritage which
i ncludes wetlands, bayous, estuaries and fisheries. These
natural systens require critical consideration when siting
casinos. Cunul ative and secondary inpacts nust be exam ned.

H gh quality wetlands and estuaries are currently
being threatened by proposed casino devel opnents. Loss of
habi tat and other adverse effects are sure to follow. There is
really no way to quantify the econom c inpact of destroying our
nat ural systens.

We've heard the up side of gam ng inpacts. There's
also a price to be paid by our community and environnent, and
there is a price. W are asking for equal value being placed on
our community, our econony and environnent. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Thank you very nuch
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